A Revised List of the Birds known from the
Rhio-Lingea Archipelago

By C. A. Gmeson-111LL, MiA., CEADL
{Completed April 1852)

THE Rhio-Lingga Archipelago is composed of a dozen or mare
major islands and soveral hundred smaller ones—Dbanyak-nyn
sa-gantung lada, as many as there are peppercorns m a gallon
measure. It begins on the far side of the Singapore Strait,
seven miles from Tan Jjong Pagar, and stretehes southwards, in a
narrowing wedge, for about 125 miles.! In effect and origin it is
a continuation of the high land of the Malay Peninsula, reduced
in altitude and shorn of its attendant lowlands. There are nume-
rous coral reefs, mostly on the oulskirts of the rroup, but the
islands themselves are rocky, and few if any owe Lheir origin to
coral formation or sediment. The lavger islands in the north aye
hilly, reaching heights of 1000 to nearly 1,500 feet, while parts
of Pulau Lingga, at the south end of the chain, are mountainoys.
The famous Piek van Lingga, a bare, rugged, hifid peak rises
steeply Lo 3,954 feet, while sepinchan, three miles to the north-
east of van Lingga has a broad, flattish top, 3,000 to 3,800 feet
high.z

The sea lying within the boundaries of the archipelago is
sheltered water, and wherever the shores are nol rocky the is-
lands are flanked hy mangrove. Originally they were covered
with forest, but much of this has been destroyed. In the case of
Singkep the ground was cleared to help in the seareh fop tin, for
which the island has long been famous, Elsewhere the forest was

I The present contre of the resideney is at Tanjong Pinang. { Rhio),
on the west side of Pulag Bintan, at the north end of the group. The seat
af the old sultanate was on Lingga. Bintan is frequently written “Bintang",
but the latter form is incorrect. The name is not from the Malay Bintaig,
& star, but from Bintan, & variant of Bewimn, the eommon sea-shore tree,
Cerbere munghas Linn.: the timber is poor, but the tree is well-known for
its pretiy Nowors and an illuminant oil possessing “medicinal” properties,

# Dhaik, situated on a river of the same name, on the south side of
Lingen was the sent of the former Sultanate from 1787 onwards. Tt was
this, the Sultanate of Rhin and Lir:j;gu, which made Linpga the inclusive
name for the group of islands in this ared, in place of the now more in.
portant Pulau Singhep,
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cut for the sake of its timber, or to obtain land for caltivation
and the establishment of plantations, Gambier, pepper, eofTee,
pineapples, coconuls and rubber have all been Lried, but the soil
is of poor quality and many of the former estales are’ now
covered with bélukar or Melastoma scrub,

Parts of the west side of the archipelago ave se parated from
the present coast of Sumalra by a narrow, shallow strait, but
the association is recent and superficial, The original Sumatran
shore at this point lies behind a broad, flat belt of mud which is
steadily prowing eastwards as fresh silt is deposited along ils
edge. The interest of the fauna of the group is two-fold. There is
the question of which species can maintain themselves in the
limited habitats provided. There is the accident of the archi-
pelago’s position, tucked in al the point where the large Tand
masses of Borneo, Malaya and Sumatra lie nearest Lo each other.
As far as many animals, including the great majority of the
hirds, are concerned, the wide mud plain, with its thick, uniform
vegetation, is as much a barrier as open water, and the archi-
pelago is in effecl as near to {he southern end of the Malay
Peninsula as it is to Sumatra proper.?

The current list of the birds of the Rhio-Lingga islands was
drawn up by K. W. Dammerman and H. C. Siebers, with revi-
sions by C. Boden Kloss: it appears, under Dammerman's name,
in Treubia, 8, (3 & 4), 1926, pp. 119-22. It is based largely on
published sources, and no altempl appears to have been made
to examine original material except in the case of the specimens
collected by Siebers on Pulau Durian, in the Rhio group, in 1923,
These, together with auditory and visual records from Durian,
are given in more detail in a short paper by Siebers published in
the same volume (tom. eit.; 306-310). The compilers’ principal
sources appear to have been as fullows,

I'ulay Batnm (Rhio group), data in Sehot (1B82), & notes by Iilnsz,

Pulau Bulan [Rhio group)t, a list by Chasen (19242 61-62) based on
a stay of ten days on the izland, early April 1924.

Pulan Mapor (Rhio group), a list by Tobinson (1716 : =72} of the
material eollected on the island, late May to carly June 1915.

4. An interesting and valuable early statement on this proposition s
riven by A. R. Wallace, in The Malay Archipelage, Tondon, 1869, (1):
1445,

1. The eorrect name for this island is Palau Bulang—it has nothing to
da with the Malay word Huli, the moon—but Bulun iz used widely, and
even appears in the Hastern Archipelago Pilot, 4, and od., 1939, 1t is ae-
cardingly followed in the present paper,
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Pulau Durjan (Rhiv group), dats From Siehers (sep above),

Pulay Lingga, Hartert's st IBHIEE S0-350) of the skins taken by A.
H. Everett's collectors aboyt January 1808,
Pulau Saya (given as Taya), Oberlinlsers paper (19192 2672294 an
material eollegtp iy Albott and Kloss an the island, 26-2g July,
1899, {An earlier account of this visit, with g description of the
islands, {s given Ly Kloss, 1803: 58-nn) .
No information Was available to them op the sking collected by
Robinson ang Seimund on Batam, Biy tan, Kundur and the Kari-
mons in 1908 (now mostly in the Raffes Museum collection, and
listed Ly Chasen, 1931 - 120), or on the skins taken liy Abbott
in the Rhio Eroup in 1902, and on Lingpa and Singkep in 1899
(see Kloss, 1904 - paissfu), In addition they dp not appear to
have been aware of the collecting done by Ketham on Batam and
the adjacent jslet of Pulay Nongsa in 1877-80 {Kelham, 1881-
82, passim; also fquoted, in part, by Hume, 1880: 107-132,
PrEsIn) .
The 1926 list Zives 140 names, of which 13
ur imlnlurmirmte. leaving a tatal of 127 recopr
of these birds, shown as dubipus on the list

tions in Schot. Further collecting, or spocimens taken by Robin-
Son and Seimund in 1908, have confirmed the presence of five of

these at some point in {he Etaup, and they ave retainad on the
present list. The remaining four, namely,

are double entries
nised species. Nine
vare based op deserip-

Pelecanus rogens Gmel,
Thyesliornis meltnocephaly (Lath.)
Plegadiy faleinellns (Linn,) subsp,
Buceros vh inoreros Linn.
together with Charadring o, tlevandrinug Linn.,

Robinson (1914 70}, which is probably an erpone

have been omitted pending confirmation of their
the area.

recorded by
ous diagnosis,
uceurrenee in
1

In preparing the present list use hus been made of the pub-
lished sourees cited above, except for the paper by Schot 1832),
which is not available in Singapore. Data has also been taken
from the following bapers, in addition tg three providing single
records, or confirmation of records,

Pulau Batam, Hintan, Kundur & the Karimons {Rhio Zroup), a list

by Chasen (1931 120} of the specimens obtained by Robinson &
Jeimund in the area in 1908,
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Sketch map of the Rhio-Lingga Islands and surrounding area, showing
the approximate position of the 10-fathom line.
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Pulau Batam ap Pulisn Nungsa (1thin Broup), eccasional data iy an
annotated list by Kellham (IBB1-B2: pussim) of bipds seon or
token in Malwyva turing the periog THTT- 188115

Mulan Bintan { 1thiin sroup), o lint by Chasen {1 I L4-118) of

material eullectod on the sty Seimund during thres weeks
in May & Jugoe 1950,

Pulau Galang (Tthin Eroupk, w list by Chasen (1925 9597} based
on sty of 0 weok on Lhe isluned at the s af Do

wember 1024,
The relevant skins in the RaMes Museum ecollection have also
been examined,

to confirm, as far as possible, the names ysed
for the Rhio birds in the present paper, and the validity of the
records. The materia] available includes the greal majority of the
specimens: listed jn bwo of the earlior bapers cited above,
Robinson (1916) and Chasen (1924), and the two maore recent
papers by Chasen (1925 & 1831). In addition a small number of
formalised skins from Pulay Bélakang Padang, north of Pulau
Batam, were examined in the course of 1950. These provided one
hew record for the Rhio group (Haleyon smyrnensis fusea),
and confirmation of twg others.

Records from al] these sourees bring the number of species
known from the islands from ap dcceptable total of 117 to 148,
Finally a further 51 species have heer added, and another dubi.
ous record confirmed, by the material in a most valuable collee-
Llion of birds sent up from Singkep during the course of 1950, hy
Mr. A, H. de Bruyn. A separate report on this material wijl
follow in a later Bulletin: with the data from it, and from a

& Captn, (later Brigmiicr-ﬁﬂ:eral]l H. R Kolhiam, of the Tdth High-

landers, was in Malaya at intervals from February 1877 to the later part
of 1880, For the frst seven months of this period he Was in eamp near
Kuala Kangzar [possibly at Sayong, on the east side of the river), in Perak,
Thereafter he wae stationed for about thres years at Tanglin Barracky,
Singapore, hut once, and possibly twice, during this latter period he Wi
away in Honghong and China on duty. He was 2 keen shot and an ardent
callector of hirg skins. ' While in Singapore he made a number of trips in
search of specimens, including visits tp Pulau Nongsa and the north coast of
Batam, He was i correspondenice with A, 0, Hume, and oot and went enl.
lecting with W, Davisan when the latioer visited Singapore. Kelham is the
source of a number of Hume's Singapore records, including all those relat.
ing ta Pulau Nongsa and Batam. Kelham wrote an aceount of his expori-
ences eollecting in Malaya, whish was published in four parts in the Ihia for
1581-82 (reprinted, in three parts, JEARAS, 1882-B3). This was the first
paper devoted to field notes on Malayan hirds tg appear in a technjesl
journal, and je a landmark in the history of lneal ornithelogy. It wasz nleo
Kelham's anly conlribution i the fhis, though he Temained & membeor of
the B.O.U, until his death, in his Tsth ¥ear, in October 1032, In company

with Major-General Sir Percy Cox he was one of the two vice-presidents of
the Union for the yvenrs 1026-27.
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BIRDS KNOWN FROM THE HHIO-LINGGA ARCHIPELAGO

sliort visit paid to Singkep by the present writer, as the guest of
Mr. de Bruyn, in January 1951, the total number of species now
known from the Bhio-Lingga area rises to 180 ov, if the doubtful
vevords still unconfirmed are included, 185, This can by no means
i the final figure for the group. There remain some 3040
regular migrants, and a smaller number of oeeasional visitors,
which must cevtainly be reaching Lhe islands, but have nol yet
lwen reported from them. There are also, no doubt, a few resi-
dents still undeteeted. In all the total number of birds native to
the archipelago, or reaching it, is probably in the region of 250-—
200l species. Nevertheless we are now aware of the major ele-
ments in its avifauna.

The records for the Rhio-Lingga Avchipelago ave shown in
thie present paper under three headings,

Pulau Saya (= P. Saja of the Admiralty Charts) and islets.
Lingga group of islands, and adjacent islets.
Rhio group of islands, and adjacent islets.

These follow naturally from a general consideration of the form
of the archipelago, and the distribution of its avifauna.

The Rhin-Lingga group rises from a submarine plateat
lyving at a depth of ten to eipght fathoms or less. 1L is bounded on
three sides by deeper water—to the north by the: Singapore
Strait, to the east by the southern end of the South China Sea,
and to the south by the Bérhala Strait. On the west side the
water is shallower, but this is clearly due to recent sedimenta-
tion, and though the western part of the Bérhala Strail, and the
Kundur and Karimon Straits, now have average depths of less
than seven fathoms, there is no doubt that they were formerty
much deeper.

In addition to these stretehes of water confining the archi-
pelago, the group itself is divided by two channels with depths
of more than ten fathoms. One, the Durian Strait, cuts Kundur
and the Karimons off from the remainder of the Fhio Islands.
The other, the Péngélap Strait, divides the Rhio group from the
cluster of southern islands, Lingga, Sébang, Bakong, Singkep
and their adjacent islets. The latter group clearly forms a single
entity from the ornithological point of view. The straits hetween
the islands all narrow to an effective width of less than two
miles, and the shore lines ave relatively hospitable.

Musg. 24, 1952 [ 349 ]
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For the purposes of the bresent paper the northern islands
are also considered as a single unit, ignoring the deep cleavage
of the Durian Strait, and the shallower split of the Rhio Strait
which subdivides the eastern islands of the Rhio block. There is
evidence that these two divisions have had some effect on the
distribution of the mammalian fauna of {he islands: this may
also be true in {he case of the reptiles and certain of the terres-
trial invertebrates. Byl the straits are less than five miles wide
at their narrowest points, and there scems evel'y indication that
size and the range of habitats provided are the real delermining
factors in vegard to the distribution ul the avifauna, We can,
in faet, find no signs of avifaunal divisions along the lines of the
Durian or Rhio Straits, On the othey hand, there is clear evi-
dence of separation along the lines of the three transverse straits
—the Singapore Strait, the Pengélap Strait, and the Bérhala
Strait, points (g which we shall vetumn later,

The Pulau Saya group (about Lat. 0= 477 8., Long. 104° 54~
E.), lving 26 miles south-east of Singkep, is again shown here
45 4 separate unit. Its affinitics |je equally with Singkep or
Eilliton. Essentially its avifauna is that of the small, wooded,
uninhabited island type, and it is included in this paper by res-
son of its proximity to Singkep, Kloss (1903 38) gives the
following deseription of his visit to Saya during the eruise of
the Terrapin.»

The island ig fairly steep-to, of granite formation rising to a

double peak about 600 Feet high. It is about a mile and a half long
north and south, oval ix shape und covered with farest,

Landing on the east side oy n sandy bay in o bight between the
hills we found at the south end of the beach, just within the jungle,
4 spring of good water, Noar the shore the bay was blocked up with
coral over which at low tide we had to scramble. A little party of
Orang Laut in their LTy pruus, visiting the jsling for “ikan merah"
for which it is well known, told us that rats, squirrels, and a “biawak"
were to be got; but during the three oceasions we were ashore we
aw neither, Tho only birds obtained were the Nicobar (Calenms
wicoburica) and Nutmicg pigeons (M yristicirorg hieelnr), which last
veeurs on nearly all islands in this region: the glossy stariing
(Codornis chalybeous) with dark metallic green plumage and o

% The Tervapin was dwned by Dr. W, L. Abbott, of Philadelphia,
LLE.A The specimens callected on this and other cruises passed to the
Smithsonian Institution, Washington 11.C. The scientific names in the
following extract are given unchanged from the form in which Kloss puh-
lished them. Calornis chalyhens — Aplonis presagrentses subsp, Columba g
sea = O, argantinm Bp. A. rhodolvmn must he an error: Oberholser lists
Leptocoma microlenen subisp., as shown in the text below. Binwal: (Malay)
= a monitor-lizard, Varonus sp.: it is not unlikely that 1/, sleator ocolrs
on Pulau Sava,
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irides: & waudy little sunbird CAnthethreptes rhadolome) , the Enst-
ern reef heron (Lepteroding sacer), and Holepen elilorts, the blus-
and-white kingfisher. Last and best of all Wils. one specimon of
Coliwniie grisen, a bird of extrome rarity in collections, In greneral
appearance it is somewhal similar tn the crenme-nnd-blick Nutmegs
pigeon if the former colour wern replaced Ty o pale groy,

On the Nyamek Tslands aliout a mile north of Taya {= Snya),
two islets, the larger no more than two or three hudred yarde in
dizmeter, we shol o bluc-and-white kingfsher and the reef heron.

These islets, neither of which is more than, 150 feet high, are
etvered with thin jungle in which we saw several specimens of the
Nicabar pigeon—the “hurong mas"™ or golden bicd of the Maloys.

The avifauna of the Saya group, as recorded by Qberholser
(1919: 267-74), consists of three sea and shore birds {Sterna a.
anathetus, S. s, sumatrana and Demigretta sacra) found widely
on isolaled islets and stacks th roughout the Malaysian region:
the three widely ranging pigeons (all with a fondness for small
islands) noted by Kloss: three other land birds, again specics
found most widely on small islands, two of which have even
colonised Pulau Jarak in the Malaces Straity and Tethyophagn
ichthyatus (on a sight identification). The majority of these
birds oceur all through the Rhio-Linggra group. Three (Sterno
anethetus, Columbia wrgenting and Calenas n icabinrica) are not
found elsewhere in it, but none of the islands in the Froup pro-
per are sufficiently isolated for them. Oberholser aseribes the
remaining land birds to subspeeics as follows,

Haleyon chlovis cyanescens (Oberh.)

Leptocoma jugularis microleuca (Oberh,)

Aplonis paneyensis vichmondi (Oberh.)

The first two of which veceur in the same form in the Rhig-
Lingga area, on Billiton and in Borneo and sumalra, while the
third, if valid, is restricted to Pulan Sayva and the Nyamok
Islets,

As we have noted, the Rhio group can best be listed here
as a single unit. Collecting has been most intense, in relation to
the size of the islands, on Pulau Mapor, Pulau Durian, Pulau
Galang, Pulau Bulan, Pulau Bintan and Pulau Batam, in thai
order. The number of recorded land birds that are probably
resident on each island is shown in the following table. The last
column gives adjusted totals, in which species likely to be oceur-
ring all through the group have been marked down for each of
the eight islands, irrespective of whether or not they have vet
been reported from them.

Mus, 24, 1952, [ 83517
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i { Number of Species

| | prubably Hesident

Area (in Highest 3
Sg. Miles)7|  aint? | [

| | Aetunl ‘ Adjunated

Rroords? Totals
foot

Great Karimon A an 1,480 12 | (e.27)
Pulauy Kundur LE I t 4G4 0 (c.a2)
Pulau Durian o a0 1,009 a2 - 3 {c.a8)
Pulau Bulan g 32 731 a6 {c.40)
Pulan Galang i 25 595 20 o 34)
Pulan Batam o, 130 460 4 4 71 e.hl)
Pulau Bintan by azh 1,213 S R | ‘ T}
Pulau Mapor HE 12 aol: | 20 {e.24)

In broad outline the avifauna of the Ihio Islands is an
impoverished version of that of Singapore Island and its adja-
cent islets. In comparison with the mainland of the peninsula,
and with the adjacent paris of Sumatra, the most striking defi-
ciencies are the complete absence of members of the Phasianidae
and Capitonida, both of which are poorly represented on Singu-
pore Island, and the relatively indifferent display put up by the
Accipitridae, Rallidae, Cuculidae, Strigidae, Bucerotidae, Picidae,
Timaliidae, Turdidae, Muscicapidae, Sturnidae and Ploceidac.
some of which again are much restricted further north. Both
areas are clearly deficient in the birds normally frequenting
broad belts of thick jungle, while the Rhio group is apparently
also short of prassland and open scrub forms. The flower-peckers
alone are noticeably better represented here than they are on
Singapore Island.

The only species among the 132 recorded with certainty
from the Rhio group which have not been taken in Malaya are,

Orthorhampus magnirostris (Vieill.)

Columba argentina By,

the first of which is probably a stray from the Karimata or
Tambelan Islands, to the east. Both birds have been reportwd
from a number of widely scattered points, mostly islands, in the
northern part of the Malaysian sub-region. 0. magnirostris has

7. Areas enlculated approximately from the outlines on Admiralty
Charts 13565 and 2757. Altitudes from the Eastern Avchipelago Pilot, d,
2nd ed., 1939, and the Malacca Strait Pilet, 3rd ed., 1946, A table zhowing
the distribution of the tecords of non-migratory land birds in the Rhio
group appears in an Appendix to this paper on pages 373-376, below,
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C. A. GIBEON-HILL

been taken off the west coast of peninsular Thailand: ¢, argen-
tina is also known from the Anamba and North Natuna Islands,
and Robinson gives a doubtful visual record for Pulau Jarak, in
the Malacea Strait. More significant are five birds certainly
resident in the Rhio group which are represented there by sub-
species different from those inhabiting the Malay Peninsula:
these are,

Turniz suscitator [suscifator {Cmel.).]

Psittaenle longicanda [defontaine Chas.]

Haleyon ehloris [eyanescens (Oberh.).]

Eurylainius javanicus [harterti van Oort]

Aplonis panayensis [heterochlorus {Oberh.).]

The second, third and last of these subspecies oceur southwards
in the Lingga group, and on other of the islands between Bornen
and Sumatra. The range of one, H. e. eyanescens (Oberh.), also
extends east and west to include Sumatra and Borneo. The re-
maining two forms on the list, T. s. suscitator ( Gmel.) and F, ;.
harterti van Oort, occur in Sumatra, but are not known from the
Lingga islands or from any of the islands eastward.

Clearly there is a minor line of separation along the Singa-
pore Strait, though its influence is apparently slight. It is appro-
ciably less marked than that of the transition zone through
Patani and the most northerly Malay Stales, dividing northern
and southern peninsular forms, The birds of the Lingga-Singkep
islands provide a further six instances of species which are
represented by races different from those inhabiting the Rhio
or Singapore areas, and undoubted evidence of the occurrence of
Caprimulgus o. affinis Horsf., a nighljar residenl in Sumatra,
Billiton and Java, but not known from the Malay Peninsula. The
six “new" races which we encounter here are,

Turniz suseilator lwiperi Chas.

Sitla f. frontalis (Swains.)

Chioropsis cochinehinensis billitonis Chas,

Trena puella criniger Sharpe

Pyenonotus plumosus billitonis Chas.

Anthreptes singalensis sumatvana Kloss
Five of these are found on Billiton, and one on Banka, further
south: only three also oceur in Sumatra, and one in Borneo. The
recorded avifauna of the Lingga-Singkep group thus remains
essentially Malayan, but it includes as residents one species not
known from that arvea, and nine birds subspecifically distinet
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from the peninsular populations. It is also of interest to note that
Lingga apparently has some areas of woodland with muoderately
dense undergrowth: the Timaliidae are fairly well represented
i Hartert's list, which includes three species known from the
mainland of Malaya but seemingly absent from Singapore Island.

An examination of My de Bruyn's collection of Singkep
birds, considered in conjunction with Chasen's paper on the
hirds of Billiton (Treubia, 16, (2), 1937: 205-238), shows a
further minor division south of the Lingga group. Nine of the
resident species recorded from Singkep or Lingga, and one of
the Rhio birds, Eurylaimus jovanicus, noi known from the
southern islands, are apparently represented on Billiton by races
lifferent from those ocearring in our area, namely,

Spilornis eheela [natunensis Chas.]

Pelargopsis capensis [cyanopterys: {Oberh.).]

Burylaimus jovanicus [billitonis Kloss]

Malacocineln malaceensis [saturata (Rob. & Kloss).]

Muacronus gularis [ruficoma (Oberh.).]

Pycnonotus simplex [perplezns Chas. & Kloss]

Copsychius malabaricus [tricolor (Vieill.).]

Terpsiphone affinis [australis Chas.]

Aplonis panayensis [strigatus (Horsf.).]

Gracula religivsa [prasioenra Oberh.]
while in a further three Lirds,

Trevon . curvirasir ({Gmel.)

Hypothymis azuren prophata Oberh.

Anaimos thoracieus ( Temm. )
the Billiton population possibly differs in a minor degree from
the forms found on Singkep and northwards ( fide Chasen, [oe.
cit.: 208, 223 & 230). Here the separation from the Singapore
fauna is more strongly marked. The great majority of the birds
inhabiting the Malay Peninsula canmot be distinguished from
examples of the same species from the lowlands of the middle
section of Sumatra, but differences oecur in i few cases. Pagsape
southward down the Ehio-Lingga Archipelago, and on to Billiton,
in addition to producing several South China Sea island forms,
brings the bird population still closer to that of southern
Sumatra. An analysis of the |oeal distribution of the different

subspecies of the birds listed above is piven in the table on
page 353, antea,

Mus. 24, 1952, [365 ]




M C. A. GIRSON-HILL

A Revised List of the Birds known from the
Rhio-Lingga Archipelago
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To facilitate selting the notes have baen printed logetker al the end of this list,
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Thebirds known Itom one or more paris of the | Rhic.Linggn Archi-

Rhin-Lingga Archipsiago |

I tha oolmn ledow o bind  whieh  also |
ceratd I Singngory sl for - Malavi s s
Malayan, clicklist numbes printed o this 1607, |
Telerit it manie.  Whers Bl B s il |
oo rvplaemd D dhe nerdh by A differmit mee or
farvs 6l Ui same spocios the choeklist nnmber
Ie etiebieanl ln brackets, - Tn e fhres Dinds nnk |
frarmil in- Blugapinre or Malnyn this o b= lefi
Bilank.

P. faya

tesinpacidan

HIT, Numemiue plaeapus tariegatin (Soop.)
L8 Nusieniug arpuata oriendatie { Deelmn,)
L8, Numenius padegasrarienss (Linn,) 9
lush, Tringa tofnmis curhisee (el

127, Xenne cinesens (Guold,) .

126, detitie hypolrncee [Linn.)

VL Copella sfesaera (Hp.) 10

138, Erelin rufieraflis {raly i

1 6 A il

Burnimidae |
Orthorbamphoe maguirateis (Vislll) | -—

Glarealidan

15 argeds siellierrmm (Forst,) 12 e —

Laridas

13, Sterna x. swepvatenn (Eaitleg
Ik Slerno o, ool {5engey 13
Fide, Starma olbifrons siiensie (Gmed, )
138 Slerin bergid eristabus (Steply 04

Columbidan

WAL Bufreran edtpeliel magsirostrie {Swalna)
163, Preran o, carviraslse (Ginel,) 15
Tk Trermi £ fuleicellin (Wil
TG, Trewan o, ofar T ) o
1A, T'refoon rermans griveicapilla [5ehlvsel) |,
165, IR fomb {ﬂlnn:tj o |
16, Bweale aener polic (Gl )
17k Pheenis ficolor {Beap, ) 2
Coduanbe ergentiua (1) o

155, Streplapelin ehinensic bigriann {"Tarnim,

V. Chaleapbapae {0 tndica {Linn)
176, Calvenue i, micedereien { Lo} 16

Priltacidas |

(1700, Prittacisla Lanisieauln defontaine (Chus )17
IR0, Prillinige 0. epdaano {Forst) 18 b
tal. Rordeuiune g, gelgnlee (Tien )

Cuculidae

1B Clarwttor sorommadus { Linn,)
1308, Cuenlus f, fopar (Hogsll) e
1R, Cusitlus wr, eicropterus (Goolily 7

Curtifus eenories felephomies (Halooy 19
[ES11 Fﬂ;if]kqv:m enuneredii foseiodefer (2.6l

e

At R 1 8 A |

[

[

110, 'rl‘-wﬁ:@-rmﬁp iweerilinng Mrenodes (Unls, &
rifn) . e =
Vk,  Chadeiled 20 oot brerkyackia {Tarel ) 5 |
16ish. Hrarm'r-ﬂu-r!u-'.lubn'ﬂmwmmlﬂlr.rl:.:l. E
19Ta. Euwdipritmye o, seolomaees (D) 20 i
100, Mhnporalfen 5, aniverternas § Bflf) v
a0f,  Centrnpie hewailenein foeneusie | I3 b

MBI |

Lingga group

- 1 |

e W

|I=]#0 + |

| ++

pelage, reconl;d
fram,

| Rhie group

Fret| 4t +
|

.

I s o o

Al rocorbed (ian
Adfacent groaips s

P. Billlton

;.|||.+..

_';.;.] Fded [ =4

ol
= -
= L
. o
= =
2| 5
" -
E H
s | E
£ =

Fl st e

|41

Mus 24, 1952, [ 357 ]

Ta Tacilitate vetfing the notes have besn printed togather al the end of Lhis list.

Singapore group

o 1

I

nai st sl S Y

Il

[ L1

0w e o o 1

+

e [ Ao S N

+++

-
+ e+
et

b ok e
-




C. A, GIBSON-HILL
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Rhie-Lingga Archipelago
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BIRDS KNOWN FROM THE RHID-LINGGA ARCHIPELACO
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The Rhie-Lingga list as given here contains 180 specics; Three of these
are represented by two resident raccs within the proup itself, bui as these
subspecies replace each other, and are thus muteally exclusive, they are not
shown as separate entities in the totals, On the other hand one bird, Terpsi-
ploree peradisi, is clearly represented by a rvesident race, T. i
(Blyth), and an immigrant vace, T. p. fmeci (Gould) : these are treated
separately, making a total of 181 recorded forms. There is no doubt that
in several other eases the resident populations are aupmented in the winter
monthz by birds from further north, but in these instinees either there is
no subspecifie difference between members of the two populations, or the
oceurrence of the immigrant forms has nol so far been recorded,
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Notes

1. Full lists of the birds recorded from the four islands included in the
table for comparative purposes are given in the following papers,
Billiton & adjneent islets—Chasen, Tronbic, 1937,
Karimata Islands—Chasen & Boden Hloss, Trewhin, 1933,
Tambelan Islands—Oberholser, Proe, 17.5. Nat. Mus., 1919,
Singapore Island—Gibson-Hill, Bull. Reg. Mus., No. 21, 1950: addends,
op. cit., No. 23, 1950, and this journal, pp, 321-326, anten: adjacest
islets, o, cit., in preparation.

It will be noled that only 110 of the 167 speciez accepted for Billiton by
Chasen have been recorded for the Rhio-Lingga proup of islands, and orly
147 out of the 290 birds accepted for Singapore Island by the presest
writer; ilﬂt}ﬂﬂ of the 32 Karimata species (all except Pyenonatus hrinaews
Moore and Zosterops chleris Bp.) and 20 of the 22 Tambelan Islands species
{namely all except Anoiis stoltdes (Linn.) and Metacille cinercn Tunast )
also oecur on the Bhio-Lingga list.
2. 11. Fregata a. ariel (G. K. Gray)

Frigate-birds, probably of this species, were observed between Singkep
and Lingga, on the Singhep side of the strait, in January 1950 (C.A.G.-H.),
and in somewhere near this position in June 1940, We alse have vizunl re-
cords of a Fregata sp. from the Lingga-Singkep area from F. G. H. Allen,
and de Bruyn mentions birds seen off Singiep on several oceazions whick
must certainly have been members of this genus. The 1950 birds, all fmna.
ture with light rufous-white heads, were seen about 5-30 pam., alt. nlout
150 feet, on an afterncon of low clouds after heavy rain. There are & number
of visual records of F. ariel for the Rhio area; Kelham (1882: 202) des
eribes an immature bird shol en 23 September, 1880 on the shore of 'ulau
Nongsa, n gmall island off the north coast of Batam, which he attributes 1o
thiz speeics,

2, 52, Accipifer virgatos pularvis (1. & 5.)

This hird is common throughout the western lowlands of the Malay
Poningula and along the line of the small islands in the Malacea Strait from
Septembier to December and again in March and April: it also occurs widely,
though in slightly smaller numbers, on the mainfand at least during the
two intervening months. It muost be reaching all the islonds listed in the
table above ns a passage migrant, even if it is not wintering there,
4. 61, Tethyophaga i ichthyietus (Hors()

The Pulau Saya record is visual only, “One fsh eagle, without much
doubt this species, wns seon on Pulo Tayn: (= P. Saya) hy Toctor Abbot”
{Oberholser, 19719: 2Z68). The record is entered here, bul without any indi-
cation of exactly what Dir. Abbott saw it does seem open to doubt, The hind
might possibly have been an immature example of Holimetns loucogaster.
whieh iz mueh commoner in the Rhie-Lingra area. Kloss. (1904: HE-5Hu)
lists the remaining seven land and shore birds quoted by Oberholser for §i*
Saya, but makes no mention of o hird of prey, The Ehio group record for
tehthymtus 15 formal and based on @ specimen taken hy Robinsen nnil
Seimund on Pulan Batam in 1908 (Chasen, 1931: 1207, TLAL eoll.
5. T1. Spilornis cheela bassus (Forst.)

Chasen (1937: 214) ascribel five hirds sent to him from Billiton to the
Morth Natuna race, S. o natunensis Chasen, The Singkep hirds (three
sking examined) cannol be separated from cxamples of bussus from the
Malay States.

Gi. 72b. Pandion haliztus eristatus (Vieill.)

The psprey appears a3 Pandion [oicoceplalis Gould in Dammerman
(1026: 81), where it is shown, but with a guery, for Batam and Durian
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Islands. There is no veference to it in Sicbers's list of the bivde from Durian
—it is not even among the several species heard on the far side of the
island. Prozsumably the Datam reference iz derived from Schol (1882). For-
tunately there is now a relinble record for the Rhig group in the form of a
specimen of the southern rtace, I fu eristotas, taken an Pulau Bélakang
Fadang in Junc 1950, The northern form, P. L. Walifs { Linn.) probably
ilso reaches the aren oceasionally, but there are as vet no certain records
of its occurrence there,

T. (91). Turnix suscitator (Gmelin}

Singapore birds are T. & atrogularis (Eyton). With Chazen {19356: 1)
I ascribe Rhio birds to the typical race, T, a. susecitator, type Jocality JTava.
The single skin submitted from Singken is clearly an example of T, 5. Jui-
pori Chasen (Trenbin, 1937 208), type lncality Billiton. Dammerman (1026 :
421} lists the Rhie birds (Hatam & Bulang) as Thesie gy (Temm, ),

A, 111a. Charadrins dubins euronicus {Gmeling

Dammerman (1926: 321), following Robinson (1916: T0Y, Tists { Clieea-
tins) eleemidrinis (Linn) for Mapor in the Rhio group—a “single male
of the tropical race of the Kentish Plover in breeding plamage”, taken at
the end of May or the beginning of June, 1915—but it scems more likcely
that the bird was C. defrius curonicus, which has sinee been talken on P.
Rélakang Padang, off Batam, and is a plentiful winter visitor round Singa-
pore Tstand, or even . peronii, which has been recorded breeding on P
Bintan. There is no Rhio-taken skin of €. alermidrinus in the B eollee.
tien, and this bird is relatively searce in the Malayan arca: it haz been
recorded formally only from the Langkawi Islands, the Selangor coast (3
ex.), Singapore Island (2 ex.} and Pulau Bidong Laut (Trengganu Archi-
pelago; Bonhote, ez Skeat Exp. coll).

118, Numenius modagascariensis [ Linn.)

Sce Chasen & Kloss (1928: 68): the unigue Rhio record is of a bind
taken on Pulau More in the Durian Strait, The evidence for Singapore
Island (Gibson-Iill, 1050 146) is etill only visaal, five sight records of an
example zeer by F. G, H. Allen al the east end of Singapore Island in
October and Movember 1045,

1k 132, Capella stenura ()

Dammerman (1926: 321) gives only @ single record for the Pintail
Enipe, a doubtful one for Batam., Presumiably it is hascd on information
given in Schot (1882), but this species must he passing through the Rhio
area in considerable numbers on migration: it is certainly plentiful in suit-
albile focalities in Java during the winter monthz,

11, 13%. Erolia ruficollis {Mall.)

The eommonest of the stints in parts of the Malayan region, but less
numerous on Singapore Island than Erolin sulminute (Middend.). The
latter oceurs freely on hoth muddy and sandy shores, and musl, in actual
fact, be reaching the [thio area on migration, together with Tringn plareala
Linn. nt least, thouph in both eases we still laek formal records of their
presence thers,

12, 147. Glareola maldivarum (Forst.)

The absence of Rhio records is again surprising, The pratincole must
undoubtedly pass through or over the group in consideralle numbers in
spring and sutumn,

13, 164, Sterna a. anmethetus (Seop.)

There is only one reference for this bird for cur arca, an adult female
taken by Dy, Abbott off Pulau Saya on 26 July, 18399, Tt may be breeding in
the neighbourhood, but there is al present no avidence that it does so. Ae-
cording to Dr. Abbott (in Oberholser, 1919: 135-8) it probably nests in
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some numbers, in company. with Awneils stoliches on two racky stacks known
as Pulan Mandariki, situatod about 12 miles west-northwest of the parth.
western end of the Tambelan group. The two birds also breed on Birres
Island (Iat. 1o 832¢ N, long 1062 26¢ T.), north-west of the Roeky Tslets, nrwd
on Witte Rots (White Rocks), an islet ahout a mile south-westwanl of
Kébatoe (Tiina Pebatoen, the seiated Chinaman), 31 miles soath of RBillitan
From the evidence available it seems that cees are noermally laid in the
first two weeks of June in this ared, and it would seem likely that amy
coleny in the Lingga-Singkep aren would be active in June and July.

14, 156, Sternn bergii eristatus {Steph.)

Also appears as Sterna bevgii polecinnides King in Dammerman (1420
321), a double entry. Robinson (1916: T0) reports it common off the sl
spits and reefs on the western side of Pulau Mapor at the end of May ap
the beginning of June (1915), and F. 1. Kuiper took a male on Langkoens
Island, off the north-west point of Billiten, at the end of Jul r, but there s
etill no evidenee of nesting in the region hetween the Gulfl of Siam and the
ﬁ;va E‘:Icn. D¢ Bruyn's Singkep hirds wern taken on 1 September and 20

wvember,

I15. 163; Treron c. curvirnstea [ Gmel.)

Reparted from Pulan Manor {Trevon nipulensis Hodgeon, in Robinson,
1016: T0) and Pulau Bintan Chasen, 1931; 115 & 120} in the Rhio group:
the Bintan and Singkep hirds are large, but secm inseparable from TupTe-
sentative examples from the Malay States. Spe Chasen (1037: 208) for a
note on the Billiton birds, still retained as typical T. e, enrofrostee,

16. 178. Caloenas n. nieoharica {Linn.)

In our arca recorded only from Pulau Saya and the adjacent jslet s}
of Niamok. According (o the Eastern Archipelago Pilot (4, 2nd ed,, 1935
161) Niamok (Njamok) is a steep pranite roek lying about three-quarters
of a mile north-eastward of Saya, with a similar rock ahout midway betweon
them. Abbatt (guoted in Oherholser. 1018 267) savs the larger of the two
islets is some 200 or 200 yards long, and ahout 10 acres fn extont: neither
is vver 150 feet high: they are said te support a thin growth of Jungle.
Abbott reported seeing a few Nieohar Pigeons on Saya, but MANY More on
the Niamok Islets. He is supported by Kloss (1903: 59}, wha accompanied
him, and it would seem that the description of the islets given in the Pilot
must be incorrect. At the time of Abbott's visit (July, 1899} Saya and the
Niamok Islets weore heing visitod by fishermen from Lingga and Singkep,
25-30 miles away, for the purpose of snaring the pigeons, In Januwary 1950
I was told on Singkep that nicobnrion waE no longer present there, This iy
mean that il has been exteriminated, or merely that it had hecoma B0 Ecaroe
that the numbers obtainable did not Justify the journey and search for
tham.

17, €178). Psittacula longieauda defontainei {Chas.)

Birds from the Malay Peninsula and Singapore Istand helong to the
typical race, Specimens Trom Rintan (Chasen, 1931: 116), Billiton {Chasen,
LXT7: Z16) and the two examples oxamined from Singkep agree in being
slightly larger ond are rai'nrﬂfzic to defontnined (type locality, Bunguran
Ialand, North Natuna group), with which T am also associating the Kari-
mata birds, though I have not examined speeimens from the islands, on the
strength of the ponceral statoment in Chasen, 1937,

15, [80, Psittinus ¢ cyanurns {Forst.)

Dammerman  (1926: $19) fives only o doubtful record for Batnm
( Puittinns inecrtns Shaw), but ifs presence in the Rhio group is confirmed
by Chasen (1931: 116 & 1207, who lists specimens from Bintan and Kun-
dur, some of which are still in the T.BL collection.
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1. Cueulus canorus telephonus (Heine)
The Cucwlus conerus enmoroides 5. Mill. of Hartert (1900} and Dam-
merman’s list probably refers to this bird: see Chasen (10251 124).

S 189h. Penthoceryx sonneralii Tasciolatns (5. Mail)

Recorded by a single speeimen taken on Pulau Bintan, which Chasen
1 1931: 117) refers to this race, “the dark Sumatran form which is also
found in Singapore Island.” 1 have never handled o Singapore specimen of
senteratit. The Rafes Muszeum colleetion includes an cxample from Pulau
[Ihin, in the Johore Strait, which Chasen ascribes to feseiolalis, but it
woms o little too pale to me: the other material which T have examined
from Ubin and other parts of southern Malaya secems clearly Lo be P, 1
wilignnus Chas, & Kloss, and for the prezent T include Singapore Island
in the range of this later raed.

21, 197a. BEudynumys s, scolopacen (Linn.)

Dammerman (1926: 3197 lists Eedynenis howoraln Linn, as ocourring
ot Durian, in the Rhio group, but an examination of his source (tom. eil,
anfee: 306) shows that no speecimen was taken, and it may even be that the
hird was only heard: Siebers saye “The only cockoo on the island; the cry
uf this species was often noticed in the mangrove wood”. Chasen (1937:
2201y aseribes a Billiton bird to E. & scolepacen (Linn.), though carlier
{1935+ 128) he had placed all Malaysian records except a few examples
from the Malay Peninsula and two birds from the Natuna Islands under
E. & malnyana, 1 put the female sent up from Singkep by Mr. de Bruyn
as typical sesfopacen, and accordingly have wsed that mame as the hasic
one here, but this bird is badly in need of Tevision,

22 219, Ninox scutnlata malaccensis (Eyton).

These records all suggest rosident birds, but there is no doubt an influx
of winter visitora or passape miigrants, which presumably include a few
vxamples of the typical race. Dammerman's record for Durian iz bhased on
Sichers's statement that “nearly every evening and during the night the
note of an owl, sounding like ‘oo-hoop’, was heard”, but fortunately Hobin-
son and Seimund took specimens on Batam and Karimon in 1908,

23, Caprimulgus a, allinis (Hors{ )

Dammerman (19262 319) includes the Rhio group in the ranpe of this
Wird on the strength of Sicbers's statement (lom. cit., anten: d0T) "Capri-
mulgus affinis Horsf, On the 9th November while aboard the steamer this
hird was heard on the shore (Durian), Also in the evening a Coprimelyus
was ehserved 3 few times near our tent:” Apparently no specimen was
ever taken, and the record seems very tenuous. 1 have, however, let it stand
with o gquery (not a pesitive as Dammerman does), and included it in the
lotals, in the light of the bird from Singhkep sent up by de Bruyn, but this
species may not oceur in the morthern part of the group. Chasen (1931:
210) records four examples { ¢ 2, ¢ 2} from Billiton,

4. 235, Collocalia esculenta evanoptila (Dberh.)

Appears as Collocalin lineki Horsl. & Moore in Dammerman’s list: the
latter also notes a Coflecalin sp. from Batam and Durian (the latier an-
other of Siebers's vapue sight records), which may be the same bird,
though it seems highly probable that some of the edible-nest swiftlets are
present in the group. Chasen (1031: 219) reporis examples of C. v pvestifn
{Less.} and O, frencica subsp. from Billiton, While on Singkep I was told
that edible nests were collected on Ldngma, and in Singapore it is belioved
that therc are small colonies on islets west of Batam and possibly on
Karimaon,
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26. 23%9a. Apus p. pacificus (Lath.)

_ The only record for the Rhio group is another of Sibers's visual netes
from Durian, taken without question by Dammerman, and. rather moers
guardedly by Chgsen (1935: 118). Nevertheless A, PacHficHE must e
reaching and passine over the Rhio islands as a migrant, and presumally
the typical ruee, the only form se far roeorded from further soutl a=d
with eertainty from Singapore Island.

26, 245, Harpaeles dinrdii sumatranus (DMas)
Nol the Borneo-Banks form [the typical race),

27, 256, Pelargopsis capensis mulacrensis (Fharpe)

Damimerman (1926: 010) lists Rhamphaleyon copensis  fipirophica
Oberh. but this form is inseparable from P, e, ma{ncecnsiy;, to which Chawes
(10931 116 & 120) aseribes birds from Bintan, Kunedur and Batam, Chases
(19372 217) attributes three examples from Billiton to the Sumatran form,
. ¢. eyanopterysr Oberh., but this race is weak. The single example avails
able to me from Singhkep s in no way distinquishable from gpecimens froms
Selangor and Johore in the .M. collection, and T have thercfore wsed
ntlnceensis for it and the Lingga records: the Lingga record, it ‘may le
remarked is oot ineluded on Hartert's originai list (1900 H49-550), wi:irh
gives only 34 different forms; it may have been added on Kloss's authority
(he visited Lingpa with Abbott, see Kloss 1904 - 54-08) when he revised
Dammerman’s list for him,

28, 259. Haleyon smyrnensis Misea { Irodld,)

Until recentlv Singapore Tsland represented the southern limit of the
known range of this species, nor was it known from Sumatra. Early in
1940 Baron van Lynden found it fairly common in the neighbourhood of
Tebing Tinggi, Deli, north-cast Sumatra (van Bemmel & van Lynden,
Avrden, 36, (4), 1049}, Deli is a well-explored distriet, and Haleyon -
engis 3 most conspicuous bird in both plumage and habits, It seeme inesn.
ceivable that i, eould have escaped detection Tor long, and this must
represcnt a recent extension of its range. T frel that the same explanatinn
also applics to the Rhio-Lingga Tecords quoted here. None of the enrlior eol.
lectors moted its oceurrence in the Rhio group, and the first intimation of
its presence there was n hird token on T, Bélakang Padang, north of
Batam early in 1950, The Singkep skin extends its known range south of
the equator. The spread south and west from the Maluy Peninsula must
almost certainly be n natural one: smyrnensis is not o “eago-bird”, and ite
early sululation of tho coming day ean be very Lreying.

20, (261). Haleyon chloris cyamescens {Oherl.)

The peninsular race, H. e humii Sharpe, does not apparently extend
snuth of Singapore and its adjacent islands. Birds from Singkep, Saya and
Billiton and the Rhio Tslands are clearly eyanescens.

20, 268a. Eurystomus o, erientalis (Linn.)

This is the resident form, Wo doubt &, 6. abieedus Ripley also occurs in
the area as a winter visitor, but all the specimens that T have seen have
heen examples of the typical race. Siebers ageribes a bird scen on Dutian to
Enrpstomns enlonyy Hodms, (= abandis Ripley), on the grounds that *‘ns
thiz bird was oherrved in November only, it was most probably a migrant.
in which case Lthey belone to the subspecies enlonye." It is d;plqui[, to Beliove
his carlier statement that the Koel was the only cuckoo on the island ot the
time of his visits: K. o, ahuwdus appears to e the more numeroas of the
two forms in the migratory stream, bat examples of the typical race are
eortainly also present, and on an island like Durian o winter bird need not
have eome from fur in the north.
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41, $1Th. Chrysocolaptes lucidus chersonesus [ Kloss)

Appears as C. guttaeristatus Tick. in Dammierman’s list, two speci-
mens taken on Durian, June and MNovembor 1923, Chasen (1931: 117)
records it from Bintan, three examples, May-June 1930,

42, 323, Furylaimus javanicus harterti (van Cart)

Chasen (1935: 155) aseribes the Ehio birds, two specimens Tram Bintan,
taken May—June 1980, to the Sumatran raee harterts, type locality Deli,
and accepts Kloss's £, j, hitlitanis, confined to Billiton, for the Billiton
birds. The latter scems to be a weak race which might well be dropped,
Unfortunately this species does not appeatr to be present on Singkep or
Lingga. Birds from Singapore and further north are &, Fopilidus Chas,

43, 331, Delichon wrhicn dasypus ()

This is & very weak record, accepted positively by Dammerman {1926
2213, and repeated with olwious mistruzt by Chasen (1935: 160). Thao
source is Siebers apnin, for Durian, “Chelidon dasypus Bp. On the 16th
November o few specimens of a migratory swallow were observed above the
valley, which ‘were thought to he this species'”,

i 338, Hemipus hirundinacens | Temm. )

Appears as Hemipins obseuwrus Horsf. in Dammerman's list, under
Laniidar, quoting Hartert (1900), The Rhis record is a female taken on
Rintan in May—Tune 1930 (Chasen, 1931: 1193,

45, 3alh. Oriolus chinensis maculatus [ Vieill.)

This bird, which is now a well-established resident and plentiful on
Singapore Island and in the southern states, appears to have spread to the
ares of the Malay Peninsula in the gecand or third decade of the present
century, or to have been introduced here, Tt je interesting to find it on
Singkep. Perhaps it now oecurs among the Rhio Islands,

6. 360, Corvus enca compilalor [ Hichm.)

This is a slightly surprising Tecord, but it is based on & ekin Ca)
taken on Pulau {’_Jfa!ung' on 1 January, 1925 (Chascn, 1925: 97}, which is
still in the Rafles Museum enllection, The erows on Singapore Island are
the thickbilled €. m. macrorhymehs Wagl. and the introduced €. aplendens
prrotepatns Madar.

A7, 364, Sitla [. frontalis (Swains, )

The Lingga hirds are aseribed Lo the typieal raee following Chasen
(1935: 262} : T have not examined any examples from the area. Hartert
1900: 549 and Dammerman (1926: 320) list them binomially. The Malay
Peninsula race is 8. f. satyratior Hart,, which also oceurs in north Sumatrn
but not on Singapore Tsland.

8. 370, Malacocinela. m. malaceensis {Hartl.)

Chaszen (1837: 227) ascribes the Billiton birds to A m. saturate Hob,
& Kloss, Trom west Borneo (Eype locality, Rarom, aarawnlk). Thio hirds
are certainly the duller, typical race, to which T have ascribed the Lingea
examples, following Chasen (1035: 216). Unfortunately this species has
not been taken on Singhep,

3%, (418). Chloropsis cochinchinensis hillitonis {Chas.)

Chasen (1995: 190) includes the Rhio and Lingga Archipelapgos, Banks
and Billiton in the ranpe of (. e teterocophala Less, In 1937 (Treubia, 16,
(2): 225) he scparated the Billiton birds nz € e, hillitenis: Chas, “maole
like €. eochinchinnnsis icteraceplinla Lozs., of Sumatra and the Malay
Peninsula, but the golden wash on the nape less extensive and intense, and
the posterior purt of the crown olivaceus, not vellow or polden,  Adult
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Temale rather less golden on the nape than the fomale of icteroccphale™ §
can find no record of the ceeurrence of Chloropsiz eochinchinensia Amnesg
the Rhio islands, though it may well be present there, The Lingra record b
ono of Everctt's skins, listed by Hartert (1000: 549}, and not TE-EXAM et
recently. The two skins available to me from Singhkap (2 1, 9 1) appear
te be billitonis, and 1 have therefore for the present hist ascribed the Linggs
reference to the same form. The Rhio entry is withdrawn, pending formal
confirmation: the race, if Chiloropsis cochinchinensis ig represented in the
group, is possibly isterocepliala, which certainly securs south to Singapors
and in Sumatra (type locality, Palembang).

4. (4203, Trena puella eriniger {Sharpe)

frena puelle 15 not known from the Rhio group, and has not vet bees
recorded from Lingga, though it probably oceurs there, The Singkep hinda
appear to intermediate, but nearer to I p. criniger of Borneo, Sumairs
and Billiton than to the Malay States and Singapore race, I. p. salayenes
Horsf, & Moors,

41. (433). Pyenonotus plumesus hillitonis {Chas.)

Birds from the Rhio Islande are certainly assipnable to the typical
race, I p. plitmosus Blyth (type loeality, Singapore), which also occurs in
east Sumatra, Banka, Java and the Bawean Islands (Chasen, 1935: 200)
Billiton birds have been separated as F. p. hillitopis Chasen (Ornith: Mon.
ataher, 193561 148, See also Treshia, 16, t2), 1937: 226). Tho example
available to me from Singkep seems to be nearer to the Billiton race than
to typical plumosus, and is listed accordingly. No material is known frome
Lingga, though this species must almost certainly be present on the island
1t 3= widespread and common in the Rhip groun, reported from Bintan,
Rulan, Mapor and Durian, and no doubt eceurring on all the Iarger islands

42, 435, Pyenonotus s, simplex (Less,)

Chasen (1835: 201) includes the Rhio and Lingega Archipelagos in 1he
rapge of this bird, bat it has never been teported from Lingga and 5o far
as Lam aware de Bruyn's specimens are the first examples recorded from
Singkep. Rilliton birds are aseribed by Chasen to the Bornes race, arpleris
Chas. & Kloss, which is said to differ from the tvpical race only in having
red instead of white irides in the adult. Roth the Singkep birds examine!
had white irides.

4. 451, Copsychuz malabaricus mallopercnus { Oherh. )

Singkep (transcribed rather unkindly ‘as Sing kep) is the type locality
of Oberhalser’s K. m. nutllopercme (Smiths, Mise, Coll, 76, (6),-1923; &),
range Rhio-Lingpa Archipelago, Sinpapore Island and the Malay Peninsula.
Chasen (1937: 228) ascribes birds from Billiton to K. m. tricolor (Vieill},
type loeality West Java (Rob, & Kloss, Jowrn. Nat, Hist, Soc. Fime, 1924
314}, range West Java, Karimatz Islands and Sumatra. As Chagen hne
pointed out (1835: 237), malloperenu is not a well-defined race, hut i
serves for birds of the intermediate area between tricolor of Java and
Sumatra, and interpositn of northern Peninsular Thailand and northwards,
Unfortunately T have not had an opporiunity of examining material from
Billiton, and have only one skin from Sin kep. Accordingly the present list
follows Chasen (1937), and shows the Billiton hirde as subspecifically iix.
tinet, though there is probably no sharp, marked differonee botween the
forms of €. molabarices on Billiton and Singkep.

44, 458, Turdus o. obseurus (Gmel.)

This species, like Phyllogeopus Forealia (Blas.) and Metacilln fien
Linn. below, is one of a number of migrants which must, in actual fact, e
reaching all the suitable islands in the Rhio-Lingga area, and not only the
one or two from which they are at present recorded.
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B, 488, Orthetomus sericous hesperius (Oberl,)

Appears as (7, euficeps Lesson in Dammerman (1026: 320% and other

«urly lists: for the change of name, see Oherholser, Bull. [7.8. Nat. M.
130 (1932: 87).

i A8 Orthedomuns sepiom ruficeps {Loss.)
Appears as 0. elncrocows Blyth in Darmerman, efe,
5. 511, Rhinomyias w. umhbratilis {Strick.)

Appoars as R, peetornlin Solvadori in Dammerman (1926 3200 and
sther early lists,

W 5lda. Hypothymis azurea prophata [ Oberh.)

The Karimata Islands forin has Leen isolated as H., a karfmatensis
Uhns, & Kloss (see Bull, Raff: Mus., 7, 1032+ 8). Chasen (1937:.223) notes
“that the Billiton bird is verging towarde H. o, Rarmmabinsis (sie) ..
anil it would 1w interesting to examine more material from Billiton." Sing-
Krp birds (¢ 1, o 2 examined) appear on a very short serics to he
definitely preplais; there is no trace of blue in the tails of the twa
females, and the male has a well-marked black gorget.

VL aloa. Terpsiphone paradisi allinis (Blyth)

Appears as T, affinis Hay in Dammerman's list. This i the resident
race of the Paradise Flycatcher, type locality “Malaeca”. Chasen (1037
223) places the Hilliton birds as 17 5. wuatralis Chas, type lovality Lam-
ongs  (south Sumatra), to which fu‘ gives the range South Sumatra,
Rilliton, Wesl Java and probably the extreme south of Bornen, The Sing-
kep birds, as recorded here, are elearly affinis, range Rhio and Lingga
Arvchipelagos, mid-Sumatra and the southern Malay States,

i 517 Pachyeephala cinerea butaloides (Stres,)

Appears as Museitren grisoln Blyth in Dammerman (1926: 320)  and
other early lists. It is surprising that this hird has not been recorded from
Singkep and Lingpa: it is common in Lhe nmngrm'e and casuarina zones
along the whale coast of the Malay States and on nearly all the larper
islands, including Singapore. T have not leen able to exnmine specimens
from the Karimata Islands: Chasen (18352 260) inadvertently attributes
hirds from them to hoth F. e fitaloides ool 7, e, seaedons Bires, type
lpeality South Naluna Islands

Gl 522, Anthus sovieseelandiae malayensis {Exton)

Dammerman: (1926: 321) also lists Awthus iichinidi Viui]].: but there
iz no authentic record for this form from the Malarsian sub-region, though
it s known from sooth-west Siam,

G 526, Aplonis panayensis (Scopl) subspp.

Dammerman (1926: 321) lists Criornis clualyhen Horsf. as ooeurTing
in the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and on Batam, Bulan, Maper, Durian and
=oya in the Rhio-Lingga group. He also gives C. e riehmondi Oberh, for
Mulan Saya: hoth eannot be present on the latter {sland. [ have nat heen
ible to examine specimens from P, Saya, but Chasen (1935: 298) avcepts A.
- riehmendi and he is followed here, . chalylea Horsf. is o synonym of AL
juteagrensta strigntes (Horsf.), which occurs in the Malay Peninsula (in-
cluding Singapore), Sumatra, Java and Borneo, and on Hilliten and Banka
(Chazen, 1937: 252), Birds from the Rhin group (Bintan, RBulan and
Aatam) and from Singhep seem nearer to A, p. heferoelloris (Oherh.) of
the Anamba Islands. This list follows Chasen & Kloss {19330 158) and
Chasen (1235: 208) in ascribing birds from the Karimata and Tambelan
Islanidz Lo the sume race.

Mus: 24, 1952, [ 369 |
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53, 533 Graewla » religiosa (Linn.)

frraeule jovana Cuvier in earlier lists, Chasen, following Oherholser
(1817: 55}, ascribes the Tambelan Islands birds to (5 ¥, prasiocara Oberh.,

Erjljlgt localily in the Anamha group; and (1937: -232) also the hirds from
illiton.

6. (53B). Anthreptes singalensis sumalrang (Kloss)

O stngalensiz sumatrane Kloss, tvpe locality Ophir District, central
Sumatra, Birds from Sumutra and Birl.lilan seem alike (Chasen, 1937:
28} . The skin examined from Bingkep appenrs to be nearer to the Sumnt.
van rtace than to the typical race which oceurs in the Malay States, from
northern Perak south to Gunong Pulai in dohore, but the female racial
character, “rather more greenizh below”, is weak and we have skins fram
the Malay States and mid-Sumatra which are virtually indistinguishahle.

55, 339, Leptocoma b. brasiliann (Gmel.)

Appears as Ginnyris hosselti Temm., in Dammerman (19261 320).
56, 540, Lepltocoma ¢, calenstef ha (Jard.)

Appears as Chalcostetha insignis Temm. in Dammerman,
A7, Bdla. Leptocoma jugularis micrelewea (Oherh.)

Dammerman also lists Cinngyris peetoralis Horsf. = Leptocoma jugul-
arie peetoralis (Horsf.) of Java, Bali, the Kangean Islands and Bawenn
Island, and Chasen (1831: 119) mives the synionym L. 7. erante (Less) to
Bintan birds, but the birds of Rhio anid adjacent areas arc elearly L. .
miicrolonei (type locality, T, Saya).

G, Hfila. Losterops palpebrosa willimmiseni (Roh, & Kloss)

Heplaced on Billiton and the Karimata Islands by races of Zosteraps
chlorig Bp. (see Chasen, 1037: 2903,
6. G638, Passer montanus malaccensis {Dub.)

A Tairly persistent follower of man in thiz part of the world, Recorded
by Chasen (1925: 97) from Pulau Galang and from I'. Bintan (1981: 110}
the latter, 1 ex., is deseribed as “much darker than any other member of
thiz race we have seen”, but it would appear to be an individual aberration.

G0, 565. "adda o. eryzivera (Linn.)

Probably introduced wherever it oceurs in the Rhio-Lingga aren, as in
Malaya (see Gibson-Hill, 1949: 247-48),

Appendix
Distribution of Resident Land Birds among the Rhio Islands

The following table shows the reported distribution among
the Rhio islands of the land birds likely to be resident in the
area. Data are from the sources given in the introduction to this
paper (see pages 345-8, anfea), including skins still in the Raffles
Museum collection, and others examined in 1949-50. A fow
records have also been added from Chasen’s Handlist of Malay-
sian Birds (1935). Reports from very small islands and islets
are shown under the adjacent larger island: the Pulau Nongsa
records appear under Batam, theose for P. Merah under Groat
Karimon, and so on.
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The geeurrence of a species is indicated only when we have
4 definite record of its presence on the island. Conjectural “com-
pensated” totals, arrived at by the simple little mathematical
dodge of adding the commoner birds to the lists of all the islands
on which they are likely to oceur, irrespective of whether or not
their presence there has been reported, are shown in brackets in
the last column in the table on page 352, antea. The adjustments
I made for that purpoese err on the conservative side,

There is no doubt that the records as given below are far
from complete. They suffer from the absence of evidence of the
occurrence of the rarer birds, due to hurried collecling, and the
failure of early workers to report the commoner species from
all the islands that they visited. Dr. Abbott, Robinson, Kloss and
Chasen were all primarily interested in noveltics—specimens

i that could be used to found new species or races. With this in
view they concentrated on the mammals in areas such as the
present one, and gave seant attention to the birds, Thoeir attitude
is shown clearly in Kloss’s comment on Batam, "I have no notes
of value about birds for they were scarce and of COMMon species
and 1 soon lefl off shooling them” (Kloss, 190%: T1), and on
Lingga, where after a list of eighteen mammals recorded from
the island, six of which are marked as Ysp. nov.", he adds, “The
birds of Linga (sic) show no peculiarities and do not differ from
those occurring in the adjacent mainlands, The most complete
| colleclion recorded is that made by the native hunters of the
f i late Mr. A. H. Everett. The list of species is given in “Novitales

; Zoologicae” (Kloss, 1903 8T-8) ; just that and nothing more,
spile of the abvious gaps in Hartert's list. Chasen to some extent
moulded himself in imitation of Kloss, who was a great man in
his way, and accordingly held much the same views: "The birds
(of Pulau Bulan) are of no particular interest being mostly
representative of the common lowland fauna of the Malay Penin-
sula and Sumatra” (1924: 61), and “There is, as usual when
dealing with tHe birds of small coastal islands in the Malayan
region, little of interest to record concerning Pulau Galang”
(1925: 96).

In part these men were right, and from the standpoint of
specialists in the Bird Room at the British Museum (N. H.)
they were whaolely correct. But knowing the birds alive, and
realising that the small islands are real, one would have a great
deal more sympathy and respeet for them as workers if before
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dismissing the avifauna as of no interesi they had first detep-
mined what birds really are on the small coaslal islands, what
they are doing there, and why. This they never did. Their atti-
Lude to birds was very similar to thal of many good and ardent
philatelists who classify theijy slamps as rare or common from
their oceurrence in collections, and have no coneern with their
life on letters, and theiy part in the traffic and commerce of the
world, More than half Chasen’s comments on the habits of
Pycnonotus b, brunneus Blyth are devoted o Lhe simple state.
ment “It is still numerous in Singapore, and sitting under one
tree, I have in a single morning obtained specimens of this spe-
cies together with P, simplex, P. erythropthalmos, P, plumosns
and Tole olfvacea, all very miuch alike in plumage, It is common
in the vicinity of villages." (Birds of the Malay Peninsula, d,
1338: 261).

In nearly all cases, residence of the birds shown in the
following table is merely assumed from our knowledge of the
habits of the species in question, and the month in which jts
presence was reported. The only published records of breeding

known to me are the notes given by Chasen (1924: 61-62), who
says of

Treron vernans griseicapilla Schlegel, (No. 166)
Hirundo tahitica abbotti (Oberh.), (No. 333)
Rhipidura jovanicn longicauda Wall., (Nao. 487)
Aplonis panayensis heterochloris (Oberh.), (No, 526)
Munie atricapille sinensis Blyth, (No. 566).

that nests and eggs (or nestlings) were seen ar obtained on
Pulau Bulan at the beginning of April. 1 have ilso been told thai,

Streptopelia chinensis tigrina (Temm.), (No. 175}
Hemiproene longipennis harterti Stres., (No. 242
Pucnonotus goiavier versonatus (Hume), (No. 431)
Copsychus saularis musious (Raffl.), (No. 4509
Orthotomus o, atroguluris Temm. (No. 481)
Leptocoma jugularis mierolewca {Oberh.), (No. 540)

all common birds, nest on Pulau Bélakang Fadang in the first
half of the year, together with the five birds on Chasen's list.
but the record Jacks precise dates and verification,
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Notes (Appendix)

1. 41. Netlapus e, coromandelianus {Gmel.)

I¥e Bruyn tqok specimens of this bird on Singhep. The only record of
itg pegurrence in the Tthio area is from Schot.

2. 166, Treron vernans griseicapilla Schlegel

Robingon (1916: 70) deseribes this bird as very common on Mapor, and
it would scem to be the most numerous and widespread of the green pigeons
all through the Rhio proup, Kellham (1883: 24) found it "very plentiful
throughout the country (Malaya), particularly about the well-wooded is-
lands to the south of the peninsula”. Chasen (1224: §1) reports nesting on
Pulan Bulan at the beginning of April 1024, The query for Durian is
Siebers (19263 200), "Sometimes a preen pipeon was observed, probably
Treron vernans L7

3. 169, Ducula aenea polia {Oberh.)

Durian: Siehers (los, cit.) “Fruit pigeons were not abundant, Now or
then {sic) a single specimen éame flying over; possibly it was C. aenga or
ragnea,” Ducitla rosaeca (Temm.) occurs on the Thousand Islands in the
West Java Sca, on the Kanpgean Isiands, on the Karimon-Tava Islands, on
the islands of Solombo Besar and Arenda in the Bast Java Sea, and on
Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean, but there is no record for it from
near the Rhio group, The Batam record for C. argentinag Bp is from Chasen
19356+ Chasen 1931 (p. 120) gives only T, Bintan and Great Karimon.

4. 181. Lorieulus g. ralpulus (Linn.)

The Bintan record is a specimen taken by Scimunid. Kelham (1882:
133} says “During December, T came across a small party of them (L.
grelgulusy on Pulan Battam, a large thickly wooded island near Singapore.”

h. (261). Haleyon chioris cyanescens (Oberh.)

Kelham (loe, eit.: 12T) describes Haleyon chloris as “Particularly
plentiful on Pulau Battam, Pulau Nongsa, and all the small islands near
Singapore.” Robingon (1816: T1), strangely, found it not very abundant
on Pulau Mapor. The northern raee gecurs widely among the Singapore
Ielands.

6. 277. Anthrucecerns corvnatus convexuns (Temm.)

This hornbill appears to be plentiful ‘amd widespread throughout the
Rhio group, but there are probably seasonal variations in the numbers at
any one point, as the birds move round in search of suitable Mocks of fruit-
ing trees. It has not been taken on Singapore Island, or any of the off-
Iving islets, though I have several times seen it in flight among the islands
off the north coast of Batam.

7. 3500, Dissemurus paradiseus plalurus (Vieill)

Durian: Siebers (loc. i), “In June vather abundant — . In
WNovember & few only were zcen,” Robinson (loe. eit.r T2} found it very
common on Pula Mapor. We have no records of it from any of the Malayan
islands south of Singapore (it is known from Polan Ubin and Pulau
Pisang), in gpite of the fact that it appears to be at least fairly pleniiful in
the Rhio group.

Mos. 24, 1952, (3771
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B. 433a. Pyenonotus P plumosns Biyvth

Rah[ns._on found th[ﬁ_ bird “fairly common in secondary growlh” om
Mapor. This seoms to be fis status throughout the Rhig Islands, and among
the islands south of Sin SApOre, on the north side of the Strait. Tt is the
commonest of the bulbnls on ih

e islands there. followed by P goinier
pevsonatis (Hume), and then P 5 simpler Loss

9. 451, Copsychus malab:iricus mallopercnus (Obegh.)

Robinson reports the Shama as common on Mapor. Siehorg EAYE il wan
not numorous on Dwurian, “at least in November", From experionces (s
dlayan waters it gesms surprising that this bird is not more widespread
among the Rhio Istands: it ranks high among the igland-haunting I'a.
serines further north, and of the east coast of the Peninsula it is more
widespread In such localitics than ¢ stitlaris musieuns (Rafl.),

Lk A8T, Rhipidura

Javanica longicands Wal]

632) Breeding on Pulay Bulan in the early part of April Chasen (1024
i2).

11, {526). Aplonis panayensis heterochlorus [ Oberh,)

Breeding on Pulau Bulan at the beginning of April (Chasen, loe, i1
12,

a0, Leplocoma jugularizs microletes {Oberh. )
This species hag a pecularily strong affection for small islands, fre-
quenting the shore troes round the beaches if there iz-1o other clear space
for it, Anthreptes ninlaceuris (Scop.) usually joins it if coconut palms grrow
therc. Robinson found [, brasilicna (Gmel) as plentiful on Pulay Mapar
as L. jugulariz, ot in my oxperience dethopyga sogipnraje (Rafll) i
generally the third most common speeies on islands and near beaches,

13. 565, Padda o. oryzivora (Linn.)

On his visit to Pulay Bulan, Chasen writes, “The Java Sparrow.._
seems to have established itsplf fairly well, but the anly bird shot showed
unmistakable signs of having been kept in captivity”. Tt is recorded as
feral on P, Galang and n emall islet off Batam.

1. 566, Munia atricapilla sinensis Biyth
Breeding on Pulau Bulan at (he beginning of April (Chasen, loc. cif,).

Summary

The' present paper gives a rovised list of the birds I{I‘I'I:I‘P-".!'.l frnm}hr-
Bhio-Lingga Archipelago (the islands of the Rhio group, the Lingga-Sing.
kep group, and Pulan ana and adiacent islets), lving south of the Malny
Peninsula, between latitudes 10 14r N.oand 09 477 3. A total of 180 Epecies
are now recognised as occurring in this remion, with a furtherlﬁvc doubt fal
records. The avifauna of the Rhio-Lingra chain of islands is elearly an
impoverished southward extonsion of that of Sinpapare Island, but the in-
fluenes of the latter weakens slightly as we pass down the archipelago: the
Rhio Tslands have five subspecics distinet from those further north, the
Singhep-Lingea proup a further six subspecies and a new species. On the
whole, the affinitics of the lhio-Lingea birds, whore they differ from lh:
Peninsular ones, are with the small islands of the southern extremity of
the South China Sea and Rilliton rather than with Sumatra, though an
inereased approximation to the forms found in South Sumatra is noticeahle
as one passes throuph the group from the Singapore Strait to B![]nun.
A slightly foller analysis of the hitherte unrecorded avifauna of Singhkep
will be given in a later number of the Bull, Raf. Mua,
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